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“Measure what is measurable and make measurable wha t isn’t”
Descartes (1526-1650)

“ When you can measure what you speak about and expr ess it in 
numbers, you know something about it; but when you can’t measure 
it, when you can’t express it in numbers your knowl edge is poor and 

unsatisfactory by nature”
Lord Kelvin (1824-1907)

“Intelligence is what my test measures”
Alfred Binet (1853-1911)
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Charles Babbage(*) (1835): measurement reduces “costs of verification”

Nowadays it is well recognised in theory of market economics that the 
“transaction costs“ are determinant for the price of the products:
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(*) inventor of the first mechanical calculator

(**) Peter Swann, Prof. Nottingham University Business School, UK, 2009
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• Food industry: combining physical and chemical analysis with 

empirical psychometric studies to get systematic understanding on 
the ways the physical world can adopt to simulate the process of the 
sensations in human mind

• Automobile industry, telecommunications and health services are 
trying to understand the way to measure with objectivity the 
perceived quality of their offer

• There is a believe that animal sensors are applicable to a variety of 
measurement problems, in particular the cross-modal  interaction of 
senses

• The new understanding emerging from neuroscience and biometrics 
has an obvious contribution and should be exploited.

Global budget of program MINET
10 M€ (6-8 projects de 1.5 M€ each)
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